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Massachusetts Farm to School Overview

Mass. Farm to School strengthens local 
farms and fisheries and promotes healthy 
communities by increasing local food 
purchasing and education at schools.

Get involved through our:

● Professional learning opportunities
● Networking
● Policy/Advocacy 
● Communications



The “3 Cs” of Farm to School 

Classroom Cafeteria Community



Funding Opportunity Overview: Massachusetts FRESH

The Massachusetts FRESH Grant 
(Farming Reinforces Education and Student Health)

● New statewide farm to school and farm to early care 
grant program

● Administered by the Mass. Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education (DESE)

● Funded with COVID Recovery Funds - $1M total  
● DESE anticipates awarding $300,000 of grants in this 

first round of funding
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Eligibility: Massachusetts FRESH

Applicants must be sponsors of:
● The National School Lunch Program (NSLP) 

or
● Child and Adult Care Feeding Program 

(CACFP). 

Eligible entities include:
● K-12 schools 
● Early education centers
● Government, for profit, and community-based 

organizations that sponsor NSLP or CACFP



Grant Award Tracks: Massachusetts FRESH

Grant Track Grant Size Applicant Objectives

Significant Investment Up to $50K Any NSLP 
or CACFP 
Sponsor

To support sustainable plans to integrate 
farm to school into their Child Nutrition 
Program or curriculum.

K-12 Farm to School 
Startup/Expansion

$5,000 –
$25,000

NSLP 
sponsors

To support the startup or expansion of 
farm to school programming in the K-12 
setting

Early Education Farm to 
School Startup/Expansion

$5,000 –
$25,000

CACFP 
sponsors 

To support the startup or expansion of 
farm to school programming in the Early 
Education Setting



Project Activities: Massachusetts FRESH

Eligible Activities

Grants are designed to fund the startup or expansion of farm to 
school/farm to early care activities, including, but not limited 
to:

● kitchen equipment used to prepare local food for school 
meals and snacks including, but not limited to, local, 
fresh produce, meats, seafood and dairy items

● training school kitchen staff in preparing fresh meals 
using local ingredients and in procuring such ingredients

● training educators and other school/early care staff in 
adding or integrating food system lessons to their 
curriculum

● infrastructure and programming for curricular and 
extracurricular activities, such as school gardens, for 
students to learn about agriculture and the food system



Timeline: Massachusetts FRESH

Application Timeline

Applications will be accepted by through 5pm on 
Tuesday, January 31st, 2023.

Funds will be dispersed in the early spring of 2023. 

Project Duration

Applicants can submit proposals of up to 18 months in 
duration.

Funds can split over the fiscal years FY2023 & FY2024 
(FY23 ending 06/30/23)



Application Process: Massachusetts FRESH

Access the complete application package at https://www.doe.mass.edu/grants/2023/715/

https://www.doe.mass.edu/grants/2023/715/
https://www.doe.mass.edu/grants/2023/715/


Application Process: Massachusetts FRESH

● Email a completed application with 
required forms and supporting 
documents to MAFRESH@mass.gov

● Any school staff member can 
complete and submit the grant 
application. 

● The grant funds will be distributed 
through the school nutrition 
department.



Application Support: Massachusetts FRESH

More Information & FAQs:
https://mafoodformakids.org/farm-to-school-grant

Individualized Support for applicants:
● MFTS is providing 1-on-1 coaching for your 

farm to school grant application

● Sign up for a 20 min coaching session in 
January for support with specific application 
questions

https://mafoodformakids.org/farm-to-school-grant


Q&A

MA FRESH Grant Application:
https://www.doe.mass.edu/grants/2023/715/

More MA FRESH Grant Information:
https://mafoodformakids.org/farm-to-school-grant

Farm to School Resources: 
www.massfarmtoschool.org

Get In Touch:
Lisa Damon, Co-Director, lisa@massfarmtoschool.org

Simca Horwitz, Co-Director, simca@massfarmtoschool.org

https://www.doe.mass.edu/grants/2023/715/
https://mafoodformakids.org/farm-to-school-grant
http://www.massfarmtoschool.org
mailto:lisa@massfarmtoschool.org
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